Rusyns or Ruthenians reside on the territory of Vojvodina since the mid-eighteenth century. They have always distinguished themselves from the population among whom they lived there -Serbs, Hungarians, Germans and Slovaks -they were a separate ethnic community; and as they are also Greek-Catholics they have distinguished themselves from the community of Orthodox, Roman Catholics and Protestants. At the end of the eighteenth century there were about 3,500 Ruthenians in Vojvodina, while in the midnineteenth century there were around 8,500 of them. During the twentieth century there were about 20 thousand Ruthenians, and in the last fifty years, their number gradually decreased. The largest number of Ruthenians in Vojvodina live in four municipalities: Kula, Vrbas, Šid and Žabalj. Analysis of demographic processes during the twentieth and early twenty-first century, indicate changes in the Ruthenian minority in Serbia, which is characterized by a total reduction of population, aging population, emigration, assimilation. This work aims to improve the knowledge about the demographic characteristics of Ruthenians in Vojvodina, and that they, like most ethnic minorities in Vojvodina, share the fate of the major ity of Serbian people, with the unavoidable process of silent assimilation and integration with Serbian majority.
INTRODUCTION
The Vojvodina region is the north region of Serbia. It covers only 21.506 square kilometers. This region is situated in the southeast part of Pannonia plain, on the contact point of the Balkan and Middle Europe. Vojvodina region consists of three sub regions: Bačka, Banat, and Srem. Today, Vojvodina region represents a multiethnic, multiconfessional and multicultural space. In addition to Serbs, there is a large number of national minorities in Vojvodina. According to their origin, tradition, culture, mother tongue, religion and demographic characteristics, they are extremely diversified. Good inter ethnical relationships, ethnic and confessional tolerance, respecting the rules and protection of the rights of minorities are very important for stability, demographic and democratic development of Vojvodina [2] . This paper attempts to explain the demographic process in the Ruthenian national minority in Vojvodina.
METHODS
The facts given in this paper are the result of consulting a lot of sources. Data was taken from different yearbook statistics, received in the form of internal documents from the Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia or calculated by using different mathematical and statistical methods. The sources of the National Council of the Ruthenian national minority and the Institute for Culture of Vojvodina's Ruthenians were used, as well as demographic monography "The Ruthenians of Bačka and Srem in their homeland and in the world, 1745-1991", which includes data from the registers of the first two Ruthenian villages -Ruski Krstur and Kucura, where most of Ruthenian national minority in Vojvodina still lives.
HISTORY
he Ruthenians/Rusyns live more than 260 years on the territory of present Serbia. The year 1751 was signed the first official document -Contract concerning the settlement of 200 Ruthenian Greek-Catholic families on the heath named Big Krstur. It was the official beginning of present Ruski Krstur, the oldest, the biggest and the most familiar place of the Ruthenians in Vojvodina and Serbia. After the end of the Austria-Turkey war period, in 1739 Habsburg Monarchy got possession of fertile but almost deserted territories of South Hungary. Then it was decided to colonize and economically renew them. Among the people that came and settled on the fertile Vojvodina plain there were the Ruthenians. They came from north-eastern counties of former Hungary, from the regions which are nowadays in East Slovakia, Transcarpathian region of Ukraine and Hungary. Under similar circumstances, in 1763 in Sombor, a document concerning settlement of another Ruthenian centre − Kucura was signed. According to regulations of these contracts the colonists should have been of the Rusyn/Ruthenian nationality, in the status of free people, confessionally Greek-Catholics (Uniates). Out of diligent inhabitants of these two villages, both out of the first 350 families mentioned in the contract and out of the new settlers from homeland called Hornjica (Горнїца, the Upper lands of Austria-Hungary), the national community of the Ruthenians in Vojvodina was developed in time. During the second half of the 18 TH century the population of the mentioned settlements was constantly growing. 
THE NUMBER OF RUTHENIANS IN VOJVODINA
Ruthenians in Vojvodina were small and isolated denominational community that is at the end of the eighteenth century numbered up to 3,500 inhabitants, in the middle of the nineteenth century in Backa and Srem there were about 8,500, according to the census of 1921 in the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes there were is about 21,000 [6] . View of the number of Ruthenians, as well as their share in the total population in Serbia and Vojvodina in the period 1948-2011, is given in Table 1 . Members of the Ruthenian national minority living mainly in Bačka, and to a lesser extent in Srem, mixed with the Serbs and other ethnic groups. Ruthenians in any municipality do not make the majority population, and their participation is notable in the structure of the population in the municipalities of Kula, Vrbas and Žabalj in Bačka, and Šid in Srem. In these four municipalities there are about 73% (2011) of Ruthenians in Vojvodina. From the settlements in which members of the Ruthenian nationality have significant share in the population or in which lives the largest percentage of the Ruthenian population of Vojvodina, Ruski Krstur and Kucura stand out in particular with about 42% of all Ruthenians in Vojvodina, Vrbas, Đurđevo and the city of Novi Sad in Bačka and villages in Srem in the municipality of Šid. The number of settlements in which Ruthenians are the majority population also decreseasea; during the half of 20 TH century these were Ruski Krstur, Kucura and Bikić Do, but according to the results of Census 2002, the population of Ruthenians in Kucura dropped below 50%. There is a noticeable decline in Ruthenian population in Đurđevo (from 47.68% to 23.31%). The data from the settlements according to Census 2011 have not been published.
NATURAL MOVEMENT OF RUTHENIANS IN VOJVODINA
Natural change of Ruthenians is not much different from other ethnic groups in the province. In the future we should expect a further reduction in the number of Ruthenians primarily due to the negative population growth rate, which is due to unfavorable age structure. The age structure and the old age index with Ruthenians are less favorable than the average for the entire population of Serbia. Comparing the results of the Census 2002 and 2011, the average age of Ruthenians increased from 42.98 to 45.1 years; while the overall average age of the population in Serbia increased from 40.25 to 45.53 years. This is also reflected at the old age index that has increased from 1.36 to 1.82 with Ruthenians; while the aging index for the Republic of Serbia rose from 1.01 to 1.22. If the old age index (ratio of the population aged 60 years and over population from 0 to 19 years) is less than 0.4 -the population is young, and if it is above 0.4, then the population is showing signs of aging. Woman fertile population with the Ruthenian national minority in 2002 was represented with 22.54%, which is below the national average (24.13%) [3] . There is no data migration of Ruthenian national minority, but if you compare the number of citizens with the values of natural increase, you can observe the basic trends. Between 1971 and 1981 the number of Ruthenians in Vojvodina decreased by 804, while the negative effect of natural increase was 420 people, and the remaining 384 people were the result of assimilation, change in ethnic affiliation, but also a negative migration balance. In the next decade 1981-1991, this trend was even more obvious in the reduction of the total number of Ruthenians in Vojvodina for 1,653 people, a negative natural increase was accounted for 620 people, and the other factors decreased for 1,033 people [11] . In the last decade of the twentieth century, after the collapse of Yugoslavia, the migration balance of Ruthenians has increased as a result of immigration from the former Yugoslav republics to the traditional center of their concentration -Vojvodina, or is expressed emigration of younger, educated population, mostly in Canada (even 21.7% with higher education), but not more pronounced than in other ethnicities.
RUTHENIAN MOTHER TONGUE AND EDUCATION IN VOJVODINA
The usual method in the ethno-demographic studies is the statistical analysis of the difference between subjective and objective ethnic characteristics. Therefore, in order to obtain more precise results, we use an intersected answer about their nationality and about their mother tongue. Ruthenians are among the ethnic communities with the highest level of ethnophony, although there is the declining degree of congruence of national identity and mother tongue (from 93% to below 80%). Among those whose native language does not match the ethnicity is mostly the offspring of mixed marriages of parents with different native languages, and also the change of the ethnic affiliation to another linguistic groupusually, and most rarely the language acquisition of the prevailing ethnic environment for the members of other nationalities. The average age of Ruthenians who have ruthenian mother tongue is 47.0; and those who have another mother tongue is 36.9, which is a significant difference of nearly 10 years [7] . Ruthenian is in official use in both the provincial authorities of Vojvodina, and the six municipalities where Ruthenians live in the greatest number. . This is significantly less than that of other national minorities in the same period, the coverage of the Hungarian national minority education in their mother tongue in Vojvodina is 79.2 to 81.2%; Slovak minority from 72.9 to 76.5%, a Romanian national minority from 56.9 to 63.9%. The total number of first grade students of Ruthenian nationality in the school year of 2012/13 was 101, of which 33 or 32.7% included teaching in the mother tongue. This is a significant reduction, especially in relation to the previous school year when the coverage was 41.4% [9] . Students who are not covered by tuition in their mother tongue have the right to learn their mother tongue with elements of national culture. Thus, in the 2000/01 school year, out of 608 students of Ruthenian nationality who do not attend classes in their mother tongue, 298 of them (49.2%) had learned Ruthenian, which is at the level of other national minorities (Hungarians 52.3%, Slovaks 56.6%, Romanians 24.5%). In the school year 2012/13, elective courses from the subject of Ruthenian language with elements of national culture with two hours per week are carried out in eight municipalities -in 18 elementary schools [5] . High school classes in the Ruthenian language are carried out in one school, in high school in Ruski Krstur, and in the period from 1993 to 2001 between 10.4% and 14, 9% of pupils of Ruthenian nationality were included [7] . Illiterate population Ruthenian ethnicity is about 0.4% (far below the national average), over 50% have secondary education and 15% have higher education [3] .
ANALYSIS
In the last decade of the twentieth century and on the threshold of the third millennium, the globalization process leaves all the important clues in the Ruthenian national community. Most of the ethnic communities share the fate of Serbs in terms of reducing their population size. Disturbances in the age structure of the population caused by decades of low fertility rates are the main reason for the decrease in the population size of a large number of ethnic communities. The process of migration of younger people to the cities is another process that is affecting the residents of the municipality in which Ruthenians live. In these areas, primarily in Novi Sad, where there is a significant concentration, the attitude of the young generation to issues of national life and national identity Ruthenians changes. In urban areas, the process of acculturation is more emphasized than in rural areas, where established practice and tradition preserve the illusion that there is no significant shift in the direction of latent withering away of the national community [6] . A significant part of the young generation who were growing up in the last decade of the twentieth century are hard to be included in mainstream public life of this national community awareness, and there is not a small percentage of those who see their future in non-national company or abroad. Very negative consequences for the future life of the Ruthenian national community has the the outflow of young staff, and the consequences of this process will be more emphasized in the years and decades to come [6] 
CONCLUSION
In the Republic of Serbia and Vojvodina the Ruthenians today are not numerous, but their tradition and their cultural characteristics make a distinct national community. Thanks to over two and half centuries of existence in this area, Ruthenians consider the Republic of Serbia as their homeland. They are also the mediators in relations of Serbia with the regions and countries of Central and Eastern Europe, where they have historical roots. At the end there is a statement that Ruthenian community in Vojvodina on the threshold of the third millennium has very good perspective for further development in all areas of their social and public life, it has a good infrastructure and human resources, but it must be mentioned that there is a sentient tendency of decreasing the number of members of the community, that the process of acculturation or assimilation is more emphasized in urban areas, that religion is now a less important element of national identity, that the young generation does not see itself as future actors in the field of cultural, educational and national life of the community, all of which leads to sad statement that there is a more apparent prospect of its silent decay.
